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Historians have managed to reconstruct the lives and importance of people living within an ancient civilization through the use of documentation of how events took place. They also evidence from people who lived through the period and are still alive. Historians look for causes and effects of why certain occurrences took place, how they affected those in question and what measures were put in place to mitigate them. The historians then use the answers to draw inferences on the past. Historians do not entirely depend on what they are presented with, instead they use deductive and inductive reasoning to get to a conclusion, validate findings and their theories. Understanding ancient civilization helps us know the different ways of living and the persons in that world. Ancient civilization gives an insight into how people lived in the past and how those living in the modern world can relate. Some elements of the modern world such as division of social class, the economy, the government and matters of religion have been in existence since the ancient times. Ancient civilization also helps those living today to celebrate and embrace the ancient culture. 
In understanding Robert Knapp’s reconstruction of the ancient civilization within the Roman society, it is imperative to comprehend how the ancient era looked like. He presents the experiences and significance of different groups in the said society. Among the many experiences, these people were excluded from being full roman citizens. During the Common Era, also known as the 1st century, life was full of crazy and mysterious happenings. During that period, the Roman Empire ruled the world, due to its huge population of almost one million people and possession of the biggest city. Since there were particular and accurate measures in place to count numbers of people in the world then, estimation was the most used manner of getting numbers. Robert Knapp’s ‘Invisible Romans’ gives an account of what life was like for the ordinary Roman including the slaves and prostitutes. The first chapter, ‘In the Middle: Ordinary Men’, focuses on the ‘mind world’. This chapter talks about the different type of men, starting from those that survived on a daily provision, commonly known as the hand to mouth ideal. These were those that had to work and earn a dime at the end of the day without knowing where the next day’s meal wild come from. On the other hand, were those men who had enough resources, time, and leisure to pursue that which they desire. This ranged from social, economic and political interests. This clearly served to create the visible gap between the two social classes. The mind world looks at the men’s attitudes and anxieties. What were their believes, their perception on superstition, morality, prejudice, religion and the intriguing deliberations on sexuality. But even as much as the focus is on the mind of the ordinary person, this chapter also looks at the various happenings on the streets and other functions in the society (Knapp, 2011). 
In chapter five, ‘After Slavery. Freedmen’, of the Invisible Romans, Robert Knapp argues that as much as the freed men were free, their freedom and situation on the ground was different. The freedmen were not treated as other ordinary people, they were segregated with a lot of misconceptions and hostility towards them. In this chapter we notice that Robert focuses on freedmen and not freedwomen. In the modern world, the freedmen are those of the middle class, commonly known as the bourgeoisie. However, Knapp tends to disagree by arguing that the freedmen made up a very small percentage of the population back then, hence they do not qualify. He also points out that the prejudice against the freedmen always and mainly came from the elite class and not ordinary people. Robert also looks at how the freedmen managed to go about their daily life living in freedom, how they related with their former masters, if their voices were being heard and if there was any breakthrough in how they related with others and spousal relationships. The elite interacted with the freedmen in very insignificant and negative ways such that they barely became visible. In the modern day world, a freedman is a very difficult phenomenon to imagine since there no such thing as slavery no more. Decency has been extensively embraced. 
The final chapter of the invisible romans, ‘Beyond the Law. Bandits and Pirates’. This section focuses on the out-laws, those people that lived in contact with the laws of the society but did not live within it. They lived in isolation from the others. Most of them were the poor, the pirates who suffered from poverty and had experienced a bumpy egalitarianism. The existence of difference in wealth, power and influence in the society majorly led to the presence of outlaws.   He points out that the ancient was quite stable, although there were occasions when things changed with time and space. The impact of ordinary people in significant time became questionable unlike in the modern world. Big moments were left for the elite. The ‘Invisible Romans’ takes us through a well-documented account of the mind-world and takes us through the practical lives of the invisibles. 
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